
History is a great
teacher. I have learned
many valuable 
lessons in Ohio.”

John Pepper 
Chairman and CEO, Retired 

Procter & Gamble Company
Co-chairman, Board of Directors

National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center 

ohn Pepper has always
believed that by applying

the lessons we learn from 
the past, we can improve the
future. It’s a perspective that
served him well in his success-
ful career at Procter & Gamble
and in his personal life.

Founded in 1837, P&G itself
has a long, storied history in
Ohio. It was 1963 when John,
a native of Pennsylvania and 
a graduate of Yale, joined the
company. Following a series 
of management assignments,
he became president in 1986
and CEO and chairman in 1995.

During his tenure, John
was most impressed by 
Ohio’s progressive leadership,
dedicated to improving the
lives of its citizens. He found 
a well-rounded living environ-
ment that provided the oppor-
tunity for professional and 
personal balance other 
metropolitan areas simply 
cannot provide.

Since retiring from P&G,
John enjoys spending time
with his family, and he satis-
fies his passion for history
through the newly opened
National Underground
Railroad Freedom Center. 
John spearheaded the 
Center’s $100 million capital
campaign and now serves on
the Board of this renowned
national institution. 

John Pepper could live 
anywhere in the world, but 
has found the perfect balance
in Ohio, personally and 
professionally. Find your
balance at OhioMeans
Business.com. Or call 
1-877-466-4551.

JOHN PEPPER’S STORY

“

J
Established with great support from Ohio’s government

and business community,The Freedom Center celebrates

courage, cooperation and perseverance, woven through

the historic legacy of America’s struggle 

to abolish slavery and secure 

freedom for all people.The

state’s central role in the

Underground Railroad

and its history 

of welcoming

diversity make

Ohio the ideal

location.

Build Your Business. Love Your Life.

A balance of 
historical proportions.

Why
A S E R I E S
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